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SUBJECT: SOVIET MIDDLE EAST PRESS PLAY NOT YET REACTING TO 
SECRETARY’S UN SPEECH 

1. SUMMARY. SOVIETSKAYA ROSSIYA COMMENTARY 
SEPTEMBER 25 CONTINUES MOSCOW'S ATTACKS ON ISRAELI 
MILITARISM AND REFUSAL TO ENTER INTO MEANINGFUL 
NEGOTIATIONS. IT MAKES NO MENTION OF INITIATIVES 
ANNOUNCED IN THE SECRETARY'S UNGA SPEECH. END SUMMARY. 
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2. P. ALEKSANDROV'S FAIRLY STANDARD POLEMIC AIMED 
AT ISRAELI INTRANSIGENCE AND MILITARISM PROVIDES 

THE FIRST PRESS COMMENT ON THE MIDDLE EAST FOLLOWING 
THE SECRETARY'S UNGA SPEECH. HE CITES PM RABIN'S 
COMMENTS TO ABC ON SEPTEMBER 7 AS EVIDENCE OF ISRAELI 
UNWILLINGNESS TO TAKE POSITIVE STEPS TOWARD AN OVER ALT. 
SOLUTION, AND HE CLAIMS THAT "STEP-BY-STEP" IS A MEANS 
BY WHICH THE ISRAELI GOVERNMENT CAN "SABOTAGE" THE UNSC 
MIDDLE EAST RESOLUTIONS. 

3. ALEKSANDROV MAKES THE EXPECTED CRITIQUE OF 
SINAI II AND USES GEORGE BALL'S ARTICLE IN NEWSWEEK 
TO SUBSTANTIATE THE SOVIET POSITION THAT THE RECENT 
ACCORD "FREEZES" THE STILL EXPLOSIVE SITUATION. 
ALEKSANDROV REITERATES MOSCOW'S FORMULA THAT THE ONLY 
BASIS FOR A TRUE SETTLEMENT IS ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL 

FROM OCCUPIED ARAB TERRITORY AND THE ESTABLISHMENT 
OF THE LEGITIMATE RIGHTS OF THE ARAB PEOPLE OF PALESTINE, 
INCLUDING THE RIGHT TO THEIR OWN NATIONAL STATE. 

4. COMMENT: THIS IS THE FIRST SUBSTANTIVE PRESS 
COMMENT SINCE THE UN SPEECHES, AND ALEKSANDROV'S 
SILENCE CONCERNING THE SECRETARY'S NEGOTIATING 
INITIATIVE COULD SIMPLY MEAN THAT THE PROPAGANDA 
BUREAUCRACY HAS NOT YET RECEIVED THE OFFICIAL LINE. 
ALEKSANDROV ALSO MAKES NO MENTION OF THE GENEVA 
CONFERENCE, ALTHOUGH HE REFERS TO IT INDIRECTLY 

IN STATEMENT THAT SOVIET POSITION ON THE ME WAS 
EXPLAINED IN GROMYKO'S UN SPEECH. 
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